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Silver Anniversary Celebration
Menu

Appetizer
Tossed ree Green Salad

Rasperry Vinaigrette

Choice of Main Course
Sautéed Lump Crab Cake and Edwards Country Ham

Stone Ground Mustard Sauce and Tobacco Onions
Creamy Grits and Seasonal Vegetables

OR

Pecan Crusted Chicken with Roasted Peach Chutney
Creamy Mashed Potatoes and Green Beans

OR

Vegetarian Alternative

Dessert
Strawberry Mascarpone Tart

Served with Wine, Water, 

Regular and Decaffeinated Coffee and Hot Tea,

Freshly Baked Rolls and Butter

GALA’s Anniversary Celebration will continue aer the Conclusion of the Banquet,
at the Home of GALA Board Member James Gochenour. 

All in attendance are cordially invited to take part.
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e William and Mary
GALA Foundation

I n August of  this year, GALA President
Wayne Curtis, and Past Presidents Michael

Rogan, Steven Murden and Frank Edwards
signed paperwork that will have an enormous
effect on the next twenty-five years of
GALA’s existence, and beyond. With the 
assistance of  the Washington DC law firm
Arent Fox, all the proper groundwork has
been laid and applications filed for the estab-
lishment of  a new 501(c)(3) non-profit 
corporation named e William and Mary
GALA Foundation.

For all of  GALA’s efforts until this
point, fundraising had to be accomplished
through cooperation with some branch of
the College itself. In most cases, this has 
been done through our warm and mutually
supportive relationship with the administra-
tion at Swem Library. Those projects will
continue to go forward, and that relationship
will remain a bulwark of  GALA’s efforts into
the forseeable future.

However, GALA has been limited by
this inability to raise funds and grow our
funds through interest bearing vehicles with-
out incurring tax consequences. Also, being
able to promise donors the advantage of  tax
deductible donations had not been possible. 

One of  the major ways that GALA ex-
pects to raise funds for the new Foundation
is through one last gift to the organization by
its late Founder, Stephen H. Snell: 

e William and Mary GALA Tartan.
Stephen Snell, in the early 2000s, com-

missioned a licensed tartan designer to create a
special pattern for a Tartan that would incor-
porate all of the colors in the William and
Mary Corporate Seal. Stephen also began the
process of officially registering the Tartan with
the appropriate private and governmental au-
thorities in Scotland, before being called upon
in 2005 to head the efforts to enlarge the Cor-
nish Fund one final time. Upon the comple-
tion of that task in 2006, he began to work on
the Oral History project, and the Tartan also
languished in his files. He was never able to re-
turn to it before his diagnosis in late 2007, and
untimely death in January of 2008.

is year, with the cooperation of Snell’s
partner and Executor, GALA was able to 
clear away the years of confusion that had 
surrounded the fate of the Tartan and secure 
it as the property of William and Mary GALA. 
Actual thread colors were selected and orders
for production were sent.  

As we sit in the Great Hall tonight, the
looms at the Strathmore Woollen Co. Ltd. in
Forfar, Angus, Scotland, UK are feverishly
weaving the first cloth that will be fashioned
into caps, ties and scarves, bringing Stephen
Snell’s vision to life. Prices for these items have
not yet been set, but they will become available
through special order, as will a quantity of
cloth for any customer who wishes to engage
the services of a tailor to create a jacket, vest or
other item of clothing. 

We have seen the future, and its green,
gold, silver and blue. 
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Digital representation of
the colors and pattern of
e William and Mary
GALA Tartan.

Silver Anniversary Celebration
Order of Events

Welcome
Wayne Curtis, Class of ‘82

President, William and Mary GALA

Opening Remarks
Jeffrey Trammell, Class of ‘73

Rector, e College of William and Mary

Special Guest
e Honorable Taylor Reveley

27th President, e College of William and Mary

Presentation of  Silver Anniversary 
Certificates of  Appreciation

Steven Murden, Class of ‘74
Past President, William and Mary GALA

Presentation of the Directors’ Cup

Concluding Remarks

Celebratory Toast
Ben Boone, Classes of ‘07 and ‘09
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e John Boswell Memorial
Lecture Series

I n 1997 in cooperation with the Depart-
ment of  History at The College of

William and Mary, William and Mary Gay
and Lesbian Alumni/ae (GALA) established
an annual lecture to explore the history of
sexuality. This lecture was established to
honor the memory and academic legacy of
Dr. John E. Boswell, an alumnus of  the Col-

lege (Class of  1969),
Harvard PhD, and Pro-
fessor of  History at Yale.
The lecture is presented
annually at The College
of  William and Mary.
Dr. Boswell was the au-
thor of  several books

dealing with the history of  sexuality, and with
“gay” history especially. He was a pioneer in
these fields, breaking new ground in histori-
ography. He died in 1994 and was an early
member of  William and Mary GALA. His
books include: Christianity, Social Tolerance,
and Homosexuality: Gay People in Western Eu-
rope om the Beginning of the Christian Era to
the Fourteenth Century, (Chicago: University
of  Chicago Press, 1980), Same-Sex Unions in
Pre-Modern Europe, (New York: Villard,
1994), and e Kindness of Strangers: e
Abandonment of Children in Western Europe
om Late Antiquity to the Renaissance, (New
York: Pantheon Books, 1989)

Details of  these books as well as re-
views may be found on the Internet via your
favorite search engine. For a complete review
of  Dr. Boswell’s work go to the LGBT Reli-
gious Archives Network at www.lgbtran.org
and check their profiles gallery. The John
Boswell Memorial Lecture has enabled the
campus to hear from distinguished scholars
who have been inspired by Boswell’s life and
work. These lectures help to bring the hidden
history of  minority sexuality into focus at
The College of  William and Mary. Previous
Boswell Lecture speakers have included:

1997 – David Niremburg of  Rice University
1998 – Ruth Mazo Karras of  Temple Univer-

sity, whose Boswell Lecture was entitled,

“Separating the Men from the Goats: Mas-
culinity, Civilization, and Identity Forma-
tion in the Medieval University.”

1999 – John D’Emilio of  the University of
Illinois, Chicago

2001 – Professor George Chauncey, Boswell
presentation entitled, “Why ‘Come Out of
the Closet?’ Authenticity, Post/ Modernity
and the Shifting Boundaries of  the Public
and Private Self  in the 1950’s and 60’s.”
(This lecture was sponsored jointly by The
College of  William and Mary’s Depart-
ment of  History and William and Mary
Gay and Lesbian Alumni/ae, Inc. with ad-
ditional support from the American Stud-
ies Program and Women’s Studies
Program at William and Mary.)

2003 – Elizabeth Archibald of  the University
of  Bristol

2005 – Bruce Lanier Vernarde of  the Depart-
ment of  History of  the University of
Pittsburgh

2006 – Susanne Hafner of  the University of
Texas, Austin, Boswell Lecture entitled,
“From Phallus to Appendix: Reading the
Corpus Priapeorum”  

2009 — Richard Godbeer of  the University
of  Miami, “The Overflowing of  Friend-
ship: Love between Men and the Creation
of  the American Republic.”

2010 — Mark Jordan, the R.R. Neibuhr Pro-
fessor at Harvard University Divinity
School, delivered the 2010 John Boswell
Memorial Lecture, “How Christians Began
to Talk about Homosexuality.”

2011 — Susan Cahn, SUNYBuffalo, Profes-
sor of  History delivered her presentation,
“Reading, ‘Rithing, Rhythm, and Romance:
Southern Girls and Sexual Politics.”

In recent years, the Boswell Lecture has
been supported solely by a group of  academ-
ics and professionals who are raising money
to establish a John Boswell Chair at William
and Mary, and while it has GALA’s full sup-
port, is no longer one of  our projects. 

The annual John Boswell Memorial 
Lecture is open to everyone including
William and Mary students, faculty, staff, and
alumni/ae as well as members of  the general
public at no charge.
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e Directors’ Cup

T he Board of  Directors of  William and
Mary GALA created the Directors’ Cup

in 1993 and it was first awarded at Home-
coming that year as part of  the Tercentenary 
Celebration. The award recognizes an openly
gay or lesbian alumni/ae of  the College
whose profes sional accomplishments, as 
recognized by their peers, place him or her 
at the top of  their respective field. The 
Directors’ Cup has been awarded twice in 
the history of  the organization. Tonight, it
will be awarded for the third time.

The first recipient of  
the award (1993) was
Christopher Bram.
Chris is a well known
screenwriter and novel-
ist, whose works include
Surprising Myself (1987),
Hold Tight (1988), In
Memory of  Angel Clare

(1989), Almost History

(1992), Father of  Franken-

stein (1995) — which  was made into the
movie Gods and Monsters, starring Ian McK-
ellen and Brendan Fraser  — Gossip (1997),
The Notorious Dr. August: His Real Life &

Crimes (2000), Lives of  the Circus Animals

(2003), Exiles In America (2006), and Mapping

the Territory (2009). Born in Buffalo,  NY,
Chris spent his early years in Kempsville, VA.
He attended William and Mary and graduated
in 1974 with a BA in English.  He moved to
New York in 1978 and currently resides
there. Chris was an early member of  GALA.

The second recipient 
of  the award (2006) was 
Jeff Trammell. Jeff  is a
native of  Tallahassee,
Florida, and received his
B.A. from the College,
where he was an all-con-
ference basketball player
and captain of  the
William and Mary team.
He received his J.D. from

Florida State University while working in the

Florida Legislature: the beginning of  a 25
year career in public service and government
affairs. He worked on the staffs of  three
members of  the Florida Congressional dele-
gation and with the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, before joining the private
sector. He ran Hill & Knowlton’s public af-
fairs division for 12 years before starting his
own firm. Having become established as one
of  the people to know in Washington, Tram-
mell served as senior advisor and national 
co-chair of  gay and lesbian outreach for the
2004 Kerry-Edwards presidential campaign.
In 2000 he chaired Business Leaders for
Gore-Lieberman, spearheading an effort
which secured some 3000 business leaders 
including many CEOs of  Fortune 500 
companies.

From 1998-2000, Jeff  headed up gay
and lesbian outreach for the Gore presiden-
tial campaign, and helped raise millions from
gay and lesbian donors, both for the cam-
paign and for the Democratic National Com-
mittee. Prior to assuming his role with Gore,
Jeff  chaired the Gay and Lesbian Victory
Fund, which helped elect dozens of  openly
gay candidates across the country.  He also
was on the finance board of  the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum’s gay and lesbian
project, which raised million to research and
commemorate the gay and lesbian victims of
the Holocaust. In 2000 Jeff  was awarded the
Barney Frank National Leadership Award by
the National Stonewall Democrats. He has
served on the Board of  Directors of  the
Human Rights Campaign and is currently on
their public policy advisory committee. He
was also the founding Chair of  the Board of
the Thomas Jefferson Public Policy Program
here at William and Mary. Governor Mark
Warner appointed Jeff  as the first openly gay
Member of  the Board of  Visitors of  the Col-
lege in 2005, a milestone only surpassed in
2011, when Jeff  was made Rector.
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Student Organization 
Grant Program

W illiam and Mary Gay and Lesbian
Alumni/ae (GALA) has a long history

of  supporting the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender (GLBT) student community at
William and Mary. To provide formal ongo-
ing financial support for the GLBT student
community and for GLBT supportive initia-
tives at William and Mary, GALA sponsors a
grant program to provide financial assistance
to William and Mary student organizations
for GLBT projects and programs. Financial
assistance has been awarded to student spon-
sored projects and programs including:

• A grant to support From the Margin, a
campus student publication that focuses
on the experiences of  minorities.

• A grant to support Mosaic House, an alter-
native space living center that encourages
and supports serious dialogue about cul-
tural and social difference, a place that
provides the kind of  engaged community
and intellectual exchange about diversity
that students need to help them thrive.

• Grants for conferences and conference
scholarships.

GALA has also funded and administered ed-
ucational campaigns whose purpose is im-
proving the climate on campus for GLBT
students, including:

• Funding for public service display ads in
the student newspaper promoting aware-
ness and tolerance.

• Financing for AIDS awareness campaigns.

Students may apply for funding assis-
tance from the GALA Student Organization
GLBT Grant Program through their student
organizations using the William and Mary
GALA Grant Application Guidelines. Appli-
cations submitted to GALA are evaluated by
its Board of  Directors in the order in which
they are received. GALA will work with stu-
dents to help further develop project or pro-
gram ideas if  necessary. If  you are interested
in making a donation to GALA to support
the Student Organization GLBT Grant Pro-
gram, or if  you would like to become a finan-
cial sponsor for a specific student project,
please contact William and Mary GALA at
wmgala@gmail.com. Contributing to student
projects through the GALA Student GLBT
Grant Program assures you that your dona-
tion will be administered according to the
guidelines developed by the GALA Board 
of  Directors.
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W&M GALA’s Friday
Night Gay Film Series
has been a popular
Homecoming event for
nearly a decade. In
2009, we were privileged
to host a very well-
attended screening of
GALA member Drew
Emery’s feature length
film, Inlaws and 
Outlaws.

e Founder’s Cup

T he Board of  Directors of  William and
Mary GALA created the Founders’ Cup

in 1996 and it was first awarded at Home-
coming that year as part of  GALA’s tenth 
anniversary celebration. The award recog-
nizes an openly gay or lesbian individual who
has rendered significant service to GALA
and/or to the College GLBT community;
someone who has, over the course of  years,
shown commitment and dedication above
and beyond expectations. The Founders’ Cup 
has been awarded twice in the history of  the 
organization.

The first recipient of  the
award (1996) was
Stephen Snell, Founder
of  GALA, and in whose
honor the award was
named. Stephen founded
William and Mary
GALA in 1986, and the
organization’s first meet-
ing took place in
Stephen’s living room on

Capital Hill in Washington, DC. Stephen led
GALA for its first four years, first as Chair
(1986-88) and then as President (1988-90).
Under his direction, GALA launched many
of  its basic and most successful programs.
Stephen stepped aside as president and
turned his attention toward the Richard Cor-
nish Endowment Fund at Swem Library,
GALA’s contribution to the College’s Ter-
centenary celebration. Under Stephen’s tire-
less direction, the Cornish Fund met several
fund-raising campaign goals over 13 years
and, in 2006, officially passed the $100,000
milestone. Stephen passed away in 2008.

The second recipient of  the award
(2006) was George Greenia, a long-time fac-
ulty member, an original GALA member, and
an early advisor to the organization. Profes-
sor Greenia came to William and Mary in the
early 1980s and founded the first gay and les-
bian support group for students, which met
at nearby St. Bede’s Catholic Church.
Through his work with students, in the 

Faculty Senate, and in
the Faculty/Staff  Gay
and Lesbian Caucus,
Professor Greenia has
quietly, forcefully, and
with serenity and good
humor, worked for
equality and to improve
the quality of  life for
gay, lesbian and trans-
gendered people at the

College and in the community.

e Directors’ Cup and the Founder’s Cup have
traditionally been specially engraved Jefferson
Goblets, like the one seen here. ey are hand-
made recreations of goblets commissioned by
omas Jefferson and made by an unknown
Parisian artisan during the time when Jefferson
was Ambassador to France. Jefferson attended
the College of William and Mary om 1760 to
1762.
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e Stephens Project

Documenting history was a passion for
Stephen Patrick. The director of  the

Bowie (Md.) Museums, Stephen was a dedi-
cated professional who sought to educate
others about preserving and understanding
history; Stephen was a long-time board mem-
ber of  William & Mary GALA.

Creating and enriching community for
others was a lifelong desire of  Stephen Snell.
The founder of  William & Mary GALA,
Stephen was a tireless champion and organ-
izer in his efforts to serve both gay and les-
bian students and alumni.

These two gentlemen are forever linked
by their love and dedication to the College of
William & Mary, an institution permanently
changed by their devotion and commitment

to leaving a legacy for the generations of  stu-
dents that will grace its sacred grounds.

The Stephen Project seeks to document
the stories of  the lives of  William & Mary
gay and lesbian alumni, faculty, staff, and stu-
dents. It is a long range (multi-year) gay and
lesbian oral history project which will record
the personal experiences of  individuals while
concentrating on their college years. The
project will focus on recalling what gay and
lesbian life was like at that time at William &
Mary, coming out stories during the college
years, the impact of  being gay or lesbian at
William & Mary on one’s post college life, ex-
periences related to William & Mary GALA,
Inc., and other memories relative to William
& Mary life.

The Stephens leave a legacy of  docu-
menting the history and the community that
is W & M GALA, and the College of  William
& Mary. Consequently, many generations of
students and scholars may learn from, and be
enriched by, the experiences of  others. The

Stephen Project is that legacy which ties the
past with the present in order to transform
the future.

It was Stephen Snell’s wish to establish
the W&M GALA Oral History Project in
conjunction with Swem Library at his
beloved College of  William & Mary. 
Contributions may be made in the Stephens’
memory to The Stephens Project (Allocation
#3168) at The College of  William & Mary
Foundation, PO Box 1693, Williamsburg, VA
23187-8779.
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e Richard Cornish 
Endowment Fund

The Richard Cornish Endowment Fund
was established in 1993 as a source of

funding for the acquisition of  gay and lesbian
resources for the Earl Gregg Swem Library
at the College of  William and Mary in
Williamsburg, Virginia. This endowment
fund was made possible through the efforts
of  the William and Mary Gay and Lesbian
Alumni/ae Association (GALA), an organi-
zation of  gay and lesbian William and Mary
Alumni/ae and their friends and supporters.

The Cornish Fund, as it is commonly
known, was established as part of  the com-
memorative activities celebrating the 300th
anniversary of  the founding of  the College
of  William and Mary. It provides funding to
the university’s library for the acquisition of
books, periodicals, films, videos, cds — basi-
cally any form of  media communication
which would add to the library’s holdings in
this area.

The fund was named in honor of
Richard Cornish, believed to be the first per-
son in North America executed for homo-
sexuality. He was executed in Jamestown,
Virginia, around 1624 – 25, and therein
began a long history of  anti-gay and lesbian
traditions in Virginia which continue to this
day. Virginia is still considered one of  the
most anti-gay states in the union. The details
of  this grisly case are available in Jonathan
Katz’s book, Gay American History, Lesbians
and Gay Men in the U.S.A. (published by
Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New York,
1976). Also see “Homosexuality in Eigh-
teenth-Century England, A sourcebook com-
plied by Rictor Norton” on the World Wide
Web which gives an account of  Richard Cor-
nish’s trial and execution and the equally
grisly aftermath.

To establish the fund, William and Mary
GALA raised $25,000 in less than a year, and
the fund became a reality. This was not done
through a few major donations but through
many small donations, some as small as $5.
Continued fundraising efforts doubled the
fund to $50,000 a few years later, and ongo-
ing fundraising has raised the funding level to

about $75,000 in early 2005. A campaign 
in 2005-2006 brought the funding level to
$100,000 in time for GALA’s twentieth 
anniversary in October of  2006. The Cornish
Fund has occupied a unique place among
public universities, providing hundreds of
gay and lesbian-related titles for the students
and faculty of  this 7,000 student university in
politically conservative Virginia. It is now
considered one of  the largest, if  not the
largest, such designated endowment funds 
of  any academic institution in the U.S. The
fund’s establishment has also spurred dona-
tions of  gay and lesbian related books and
gay authors’ collections to Swem Library.

Author and screenwriter, Christopher
Bram, a GALA member and William and
Mary alumnus who graduated in 1974, spoke
at one of  the fundraising events for the Cor-
nish Fund. During his remarks, Bram dis-
cussed the continuing importance of  gay
literature, adding, “So much has changed in
the past thirty years. The gay and lesbian
world is no longer hidden in the shadows.
But this much hasn’t changed: the individual
still has to find his or her way – alone – out
of  a private darkness into that larger, brighter
world. And books, with their greater diversity
and subtlety and intimacy, do a much better
job of  showing the way than does a subscrip-
tion to a gay magazine, or weekly visits to an
internet site, or watching one of  the many
TV programs that deal with stereotyped gay
characters. There will always be an important
place for books in our lives. And something
like the Richard Cornish Fund, making this
variety of  books available, will continue to be
invaluable.”
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Cornish Fund Bookplate
e Stephens Project was established in loving
memory of Stephen H. Snell ‘66 (l) and Stephen
E. Patrick ’90 (r), both of whom loved the 
College and were very involved in GALA, loved
history, and were taken om us too early.

e first video 
interviews for the
Stephens Project
were begun in
2008.


