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W&M GAY & LESBIAN ALUMNI/AE ANNOUNCE SUCCESS AT 

$100,000 FUNDRAISING GOAL FOR CORNISH FUND 
 
Williamsburg, VA, USA; October 30, 2006 - William and Mary Gay and Lesbian Alumni/ae, 

Inc. (GALA) has announced the successful completion of its campaign to raise $100,000 for 

the Richard Cornish Endowment Fund at the Earl Gregg Swem Library of The College of 

William and Mary.  The fund was initially established and endowed by GALA with $25,000 

it raised as its contribution to the College’s tercentenary in 1993.  The endowment fund, 

which is now among the largest at Swem Library, is a financial source for the acquisition of a 

wide variety of gay and lesbian resources enabling the library to expand its holdings in this 

important area. 

 

The successful completion of the $100,000 campaign was announced by Stephen H. Snell 

(William and Mary Class of 1966) of Alexandria, VA, Chair of GALA’s fundraising 

committee for the Cornish Fund, at GALA’s 20th Anniversary dinner held at the Patrick 

Henry Hotel in Williamsburg, VA, Saturday evening.  In his announcement Snell thanked the 

Fund’s donors, many of whom were in attendance at the dinner. “We have not only 

established the Richard Cornish Endowment Fund but we have placed it on a firm financial 
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footing that will ensure its permanent place among the larger endowments at Swem Library, 

forever a source of support for Swem’s collections in the very important area of gay and 

lesbian information and studies,” he said. 

 

GALA President, Wayne N. Curtis (William and Mary Class of 1982), a Virginian now 

living in Baltimore, MD, indicated that “The fund has provided Swem with the financial 

ability to build a world-class gay and lesbian collection, worthy of William and Mary’s 

academic reputation.”  Curtis further indicated that GALA intensified its efforts during the 

past year, with fundraising events in New York and Washington, DC, in order to reach its 

goal in time for the organization’s twentieth anniversary celebration which took place this 

past weekend during Homecoming at The College of William and Mary.  Curtis also noted 

that GALA achieved its goal in time for the Jamestown 400th anniversary celebrations “so 

that the Cornish Fund would be fully funded as a tribute to Richard Cornish.” 

 

Cornish, an English sea captain, was hanged in Jamestown in 1624 – the first person 

executed in British North America for homosexuality.  Details of his execution and its grisly 

aftermath can be found in Jonathan Katz’s book, Gay American History.  Curtis further 

commented, “It is important for all Americans to remember, as we celebrate an important 

date in the history of American freedom, that our forefathers came to these shores to be free 

to persecute others, according to their own social and religious prejudices.  The terrible 

persecution and physical abuse of gays that prevailed in Colonial Virginia, was also turned 

against Catholics, Baptists, indentured servants, Africans, and a host of other groups. 
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“The last four hundred years of American history has been a steady march toward true 

equality as we have slowly eliminated the legal vestiges of our ancestors’ superstition and 

prejudice,” Curtis continued.  “Virginians will be going to the polls on November 7th to 

decide if we write prejudice back into the Commonwealth’s constitution, in the form of the 

Anti-Marriage Amendment Act.  We hope that the history of Richard Cornish will educate 

voters and convince them to throw off the superstition and inequality of the past.” 

 

More information about the Cornish Endowment Fund, resources purchased through the 

fund, as well as background on the Richard Cornish execution can be found on William and 

Mary GALA’s web site at HYPERLINK http://www.wmgala.org. 
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Enclosures: Background information on the Richard Cornish Endowment Fund 

   Information on William and Mary Gay and Lesbian Alumni/ae, Inc. 
 
 
This press release and the enclosures as well as additional materials on The Richard Cornish 
Endowment Fund and William and Mary GALA are downloadable from William and Mary 
GALA’s web site at HYPERLINK http://ww.wmgala.org  


