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The Directors’ Cup

The Board of Directors of William
and Mary GALA created the
Directors’ Cup in 1993 and it was
first awarded at Homecoming that
year as part of the Tercentenary
Celebration.

The award recognizes an openly
gay or lesbian alumni/ae of the
College whose professional accom-
plishments, as recognized by their
peers, place him or her at the top of
their respective field.

This evening marks only the
second time that the Directors’ Cup
has been awarded.
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The first recipient of the award was
Christopher Bram, ’74. Chris is a
well known screenwriter and novel-
ist, whose works include Surprising
Myself (1987), Hold Tight (1988), In
Memory of Angel Clare (1989),
Almost History (1992), Father of
Frankenstein (1995) — which was
made into the movie Gods and
Monsters, starring Ian McKellen and
Brendan Fraser — Gossip (1997),
The Notorious Dr.August: His Real
Life & Crimes (2000), Lives of the
Circus Animals (2003), and Exiles
In America (2006).

Born in Buffalo, NY, Chris spent
his early years in Kempsville,VA. He
attended William and Mary and
graduated in 1974 with a BA in
English. He moved to New York in
1978 and currently resides there.
Chris was an early member of
GALA.

The Founders’ Cup

The Board of Directors of William
and Mary GALA created the
Founders’ Cup in 1996 and it was
first awarded at Homecoming that
year as part of GALA’s tenth
anniversary celebration.

The award recognizes an openly
gay or lesbian individual who has
rendered significant service to
GALA and/or to the College GLBT
community; someone who has,
over the course of years, shown
commitment and dedication above
and beyond expectations.

This evening marks only the
second time that the Founders’ Cup
has been awarded.
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The first recipient of the award 
was Stephen Snell, ’66, Founder
of GALA, and in whose honor the
award was named. Stephen founded
William and Mary GALA in 1986,
and the organization’s first meeting
took place in Stephen’s living room
on Capital Hill in Washington, DC.
Stephen led GALA for its first four
years, first as Chair (1986-88) and
then as President (1988-90). Under
his direction, GALA launched many
of its basic and most successful 
programs.

Stephen stepped aside as 
president and turned his attention
toward the Richard Cornish
Endowment Fund at Swem Library,
GALA’s contribution to the College’s
Tercentenary celebration. Under
Stephen’s tireless direction, the
Cornish Fund has met several 
campaign goals over the last 13
years and, tonight, officially passes
the $100,000 milestone.

Awards

Tonight’s awards are 
engraved versions of this 

Jefferson Goblet, in pewter.

In 1788 while serving 
as Ambassador to France,

Thomas Jefferson commissioned 
an unidentified Parisian goldsmith

to make one pair of these 
goblets in sterling silver.



W hen British sea captain
Richard Cornish walked

through the streets of James-
town that cold March day in
1623, it is unlikely that he was
thinking about the history he
was making. He was, after all,
about to become the first person
in English America to be execut-
ed for sodomy.

Cornish certainly would have
been astonished to learn that
three-hundred and seventy years
later, a group of gay and lesbian
leaders would choose to memo-
rialize his name with a new
endowment fund. But in 1993, as
part of the 300th anniversary of
the founding of the College of
William and Mary in nearby
Williamsburg,William and Mary
Gay and Lesbian Alumni/ae, Inc.
(GALA) began raising the funds
that would lead to the establish-
ment of The Richard Cornish
Endowment Fund for the acquisi-
tion of gay and lesbian resources
at the university’s Earl Gregg
Swem Library.

The details of this grisly case
are available in Jonathan Katz’s
book, Gay American History,
Lesbians and Gay Men in the
U.S.A. (published by Thomas Y.
Crowell Company, New York,
1976).Also, Rictor Norton’s
“Homosexuality in Eighteenth-
Century England, A source-
book” on the World Wide Web,
gives an account of Richard
Cornish’s trial and execution and
the equally awful aftermath.

The $25,000 required to
establish an endowment was
reached in less than a year,
resulting in the fund’s formal
establishment. Continuing efforts
doubled the fund to $50,000 a
few years later. Now, in 2006 the
fund has reached a level of
$100,000 with contributions
from the broader William and
Mary community. During the
years following its establishment,
William and Mary’s Cornish Fund
has occupied a unique place
among public universities,
providing hundreds of gay and
lesbian-related titles for the 
students and faculty at this 7,000
student university in politically
conservative Virginia. It provides
funding to the university’s
library for the acquisition of
books, periodicals, films, videos,
CDs … basically any form of
media communication which
would add to the library’s 
holdings in this area. It is now
considered one of the largest
such designated endowment
funds of any academic institution
in the U.S.The fund’s establish-
ment has also spurred donations
of gay and lesbian related books
as well as gay and lesbian
authors’ collections to Swem
Library.

Author and screenwriter,
Christopher Bram, a William and
Mary alumnus who graduated in
1974 and a GALA member, com-
mented at a William and Mary 
continued

The Richard Cornish Endowment Fund



Cornish Fund
continued

gathering:“So much has changed
in the past thirty years.The gay
and lesbian world is no longer
hidden in the shadows. But this
much hasn't changed: the indi-
vidual still has to find his or her
way — alone — out of a private
darkness into that larger, brighter
world.And books, with their
greater diversity and subtlety and
intimacy, do a much better job of
showing the way than does a
subscription to a gay magazine,
or weekly visits to an internet
site, or watching one of the
many TV programs that deal with
stereotyped gay characters.
There will always be an impor-
tant place for books in our lives.
And something like the Richard
Cornish Fund, making this vari-

ety of books available, will con-
tinue to be invaluable.”

You may support the Cornish
Fund and the good work it does
by making a donation. Send all
contributions to: The College of
William and Mary Foundation,
P.O. Box 1693,Williamsburg,VA
23187-9915. (When sending a
donation, please make payment
to “The Cornish Endowment
Fund” and note “Alloc. 1678” on
the memo of your check, which
will ensure its being deposited
into the correct account.)

For more information about
the Cornish Fund, a list of acqui-
sitions purchased through the
Cornish Fund, and information
about William and Mary Gay and
Lesbian Alumni/ae, Inc. (GALA),
you may go to William and Mary
GALA’s web site at:
www.wmgala.org.

The bookplate specially designed 
to identify materials purchased

with monies generated by the
Richard Cornish Endowment Fund.



W illiam and Mary Gay and
Lesbian Alumni/ae (GALA)

has a long history of supporting
the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender (GLBT) student com-
munity at William and Mary.To 
provide formal ongoing financial
support for the GLBT student
community and for GLBT 
supportive initiatives at William
and Mary, GALA sponsors a grant
program to provide financial
assistance to William and Mary
student organizations for GLBT
projects and programs. Financial
assistance has been awarded to
student sponsored projects and
programs including:

• A grant to support From the
Margin, a campus student 
publication that focuses on 
the experiences of minorities.

• A grant to support Mosaic
House, an alternative space 
living center that encourages
and supports serious dialogue
about cultural and social differ-
ence, a place that provides the
kind of engaged community
and intellectual exchange
about diversity that students
need to help them thrive.

• Grants for conferences and
conference scholarships.

GALA has also funded and
administered educational 
campaigns whose purpose is
improving the climate on 

campus for GLBT students,
including:

• Funding for public service 
display ads in the student
newspaper promoting aware-
ness and tolerance.

• Financing for AIDS awareness
campaigns.

Students may apply for fund-
ing assistance from the GALA
Student Organization GLBT
Grant Program through their 
student organizations using the
William and Mary GALA Grant
Application Guidelines.
Applications submitted to GALA
are evaluated by its Board of
Directors in the order in which
they are received. GALA will
work with students to help fur-
ther develop project or program
ideas if necessary. Contact GALA
at the following e-mail for more
information: wmgala@aol.com.

If you are interested in mak-
ing a donation to GALA to sup-
port the Student Organization
GLBT Grant Program, or if you
would like to become a financial
sponsor for a specific student
project, please contact William
and Mary GALA at wmgala@
aol.com. Contributing to student
projects through the GALA
Student GLBT Grant Program
assures you that your donation
will be administered according
to the guidelines developed by
the GALA Board of Directors.

Student Organization Grant Program



I n 1997 in cooperation with
the Department of History at

The College of William and Mary,
William and Mary Gay and
Lesbian Alumni/ae (GALA) 
established an annual lecture to
explore the history of sexuality.
This lecture was established to
honor the memory and academ-
ic legacy of Dr. John E. Boswell,
an alumnus of the College (Class
of 1969), Harvard PhD, and
Professor of History at Yale.The
lecture is presented annually at
The College of William and Mary.
Dr. Boswell was the author of
several books dealing with the
history of sexuality, and with
“gay” history especially. He was a
pioneer in these fields, breaking
new ground in historiography.
He died in 1994 and was an
early member of William and
Mary GALA. His books include:

• Christianity, Social Tolerance,
and Homosexuality: Gay
People in Western Europe
from the Beginning of the
Christian Era to the
Fourteenth Century, (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press,
1980)

• Same-Sex Unions in Pre-
Modern Europe, (New York:
Villard, 1994)

• The Kindness of Strangers:The
Abandonment of Children in
Western Europe from Late
Antiquity to the Renaissance,

(New York: Pantheon Books,
1989)

Details of these books as well
as reviews may be found on the
Internet via your favorite search
engine. For a complete review of
Dr. Boswell’s work go to the
LGBT Religious Archives
Network at www.lgbtran.org and
check their profiles gallery

The John Boswell Memorial
Lecture has enabled the campus
to hear from distinguished schol-
ars who have been inspired by
Boswell’s life and work.These
lectures help to bring the hidden
history of minority sexuality into
focus at The College of William
and Mary. For the time and date
of the next Boswell Lecture,
watch the William and Mary
GALA web site at
www.wmgala.org.

Previous Boswell Lecture
speakers have included:

1997 - David Niremburg of Rice
University

1998 - Ruth Mazo Karras of
Temple University, whose
Boswell Lecture was entitled,
“Separating the Men from the
Goats: Masculinity, Civilization,
and Identity Formation in the
Medieval University.”

1999 - John D’Emilio of the
University of Illinois, Chicago

continued

John Boswell Memorial Lecture



Boswell Lecture
continued

2001 – Professor George
Chauncey, Boswell presentation
entitled,“Why ‘Come Out of the
Closet?’Authenticity, Post/
Modernity and the Shifting
Boundaries of the Public and
Private Self in the 1950’s and
60’s.” (This lecture was spon-
sored jointly by The College of
William and Mary’s Department
of History and William and Mary
Gay and Lesbian Alumni/ae, Inc.
with additional support from the
American Studies Program and
Women’s Studies Program at
William and Mary.)

2003 - Elizabeth Archibald of the
University of Bristol

2005 – Bruce Lanier Vernarde of
the Department of History of the
University of Pittsburgh

2006 – Susanne Hafner of the
University of Texas,Austin,
Boswell Lecture entitled,“From
Phallus to Appendix: Reading the

Corpus Priapeorum” (This lec-
ture was sponsored by William
and Mary Gay and Lesbian
Alumni/ae, Inc.,The College of
William and Mary’s Departments
of History and Classical Studies,
the Program in Medieval and
Renaissance Studies, and the
William and Mary Arts and
Sciences Lecture Committee.)

The annual John Boswell
Memorial Lecture, held in the
Spring of each year, usually in
April, is open to everyone includ-
ing William and Mary students,
faculty, staff, and alumni/ae as
well as members of the general
public at no charge.A reception
follows the lecture giving atten-
dees the opportunity to meet
the speaker.

Financial sponsors are always
needed to support this lecture.
Should you be interested in
becoming such a Sponsor for the
John Boswell Memorial
Lecture, please contact William
and Mary Gay and Lesbian
Alumni/ae at wmgala@aol.com.



A vacation creates unforget-
table memories that last a

lifetime. It is the ultimate tool to
reduce the pressures of everyday
life and eliminate stress. Planning
a vacation is exciting, it stimu-
lates the imagination, and makes
us have something to look for-
ward to. It’s a chance to take off
the work hat and go out to play,
learn, and explore.Vacations are
a way to increase the quality of
time spent with family, friends,
and loved ones.The personal
benefits and memories from a
vacation last a lifetime.

At Live For Today Travel
we put together exciting vaca-
tions for the gay and lesbian
community, their family, and
friends.We arrange travel plans
from suppliers who specialize in

gay and lesbian travel.We also
work with mainstream tour 
operators.We have a range of
options to suit every traveler's
budget to create their dream
vacation.We provide our 
customers the greatest personal
service at the absolute lowest
possible prices, all at no cost!

Let Live For Today Travel
help plan your next vacation—
you deserve it! Telephone us at:
336-638-4585, email us at
Info@LiveForTodayTravel.com, or
visit us on the World Wide Web
at www.LiveForTodayTravel.com.

Let us know you are a 
member of William and Mary

GALA and we’ll give you a
$25 gift card when you book

your next vacation!

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the
things you didn't do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the
bowlines, sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds 
in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.”

-Mark Twain
William and Mary GALA 

is proud to welcome Live For
Today Travel as a Corporate

Patron, whose generous support
has helped underwrite the 

production of tonight’s 
program booklet.

We encourage our members 
to support the businesses 

who support us.


