
August, 2009

Dear GALA members,

Since my last letter to you, the nation has certainly been suffering through the worst economic

upheaval since the 1930s. With finances tight in everyone’s personal budget, GALA has been fortu-

nate to be able to ride out this upheaval and still be able to offer all of our traditional services to

the College and Alumni/ae communities... if on a smaller scale in some cases. But we haven’t been

sitting still!  

GALA has been working on a dramatic shift for this organization.

With generous pro bono help from a Washington, DC law firm, William and Mary Gay and

Lesbian Alumni, has been taking steps which will culminate in the establishment of the William

and Mary GALA Foundation, a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) charity. This will NOT take the place 

of GALA, because of restrictions on how the non-profit operates, but will give GALA the ability 

to accept separate, tax-deductible contributions to fund our own educational and non-political 

priorities. We will keep you informed as to the progress of this work, and of course update you

through our website, www.wmgala.org.

We will be hosting a wonderful Homecoming celebration — come join us! 

We have a very enjoyable Homecoming schedule of events for you this year. 

Our ninth annual Gay and Lesbian Film Festival will continue to build upon past success and

provide a wonderful Friday night on campus for both students and alumni. This year we have the

privilege of screening a documentary made by an alumnus, Drew Emery (‘86), who will join us for

the evening. More information is available on the Homecoming Schedule, included with this letter.

On Saturday, we will be having a ‘Family Dinner’ at a local residence, in a relaxing and convivial

atmosphere, so come with an appetite and a desire to have fun.

We will be returning to our traditional headquarters hotel at 351 York Street -- the former

Sheraton Four Points is now a Clarion Hotel, (just down the street from the Historic Area). Our

basic group rate will be $89 per night for single or double occupancy, and you can start making

reservations now. Please call them at 757-229-4100 and ask for the GALA block of rooms. Call and

make your reservation by September 23rd! 

As always, funds to support these events will come from our general treasury, not from a

dedicated account. Please consider your membership renewal carefully and help us continue to

thrive, for the benefit of current and future alumni/ae.

Sincerely,

Wayne
Wayne Curtis, ‘82

President, William and Mary GALA

waynecurt@aol.com

P. S. We are now on Facebook! -- If you’re enjoying the easy and addicting personal contact that

the social networking site offers, please come and join us at the W&M GALA page on Facebook. 

Its easier to upload news and other social opportunities than making constant changes to the 

website. Hope to see you there!
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